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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

 EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED KUNALTERED &ORIGINALSITE 

-GOOD -RUINS  A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ilF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Woodburn, l oca ted  among t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of  Loudoun County, con ta ins  a  remarkably well-  
preserved c o l l e c t i o n  of eighteenth-and n ine teenth-century  domestic,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  bu i ld ings  r ep resen t ing  s e v e r a l  phases i n  the  evo lu t ion  of a  l a r g e  no r the rn  
Virg in ia  farmstead. The dwell ing house, wrth i t s  a t t endan t  ou tbu i ld ings ,  s t a n d s  on a  
r i s e  looking south  over  a  s t a b l e ,  a  barn  and a barnyard complex, an e ighteenth-century  
m i l l  and mil ler 's  house, and a  log-and-stone house t r a d i t i o n a l l y  thought t o  have been 
t h e ' b a t e n t  hous%" o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  dwelling b u i l t  t o  s a t i s f y  requirements  of s e t t l emen t  
on t h e  land w i t h i n  a  s t a t e d  period a f t e r  i t s  patent ing.  

I 

The main house i s  a two-story, f ive-hay,  gable-roofed s t r u c t u r e  wi th  an i n t e r i o r  end 
chimney on t h e  west end and wi th  double i n t e r i o r  and chimneys connected by a  parapet  
on t h e  e a s t .  Bu i l t  of b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  south  ( f r o n t )  and west s i d e s  
and i n  four-and f ive-course  American bond on t h e  no r th  and e a s t  s i d e s ,  the  house has 
an o r i g i n a l  seven-bay, two-story e l l .  The e l l ,  too ,  i s  b u i l t  of  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  f o u r -  
and f ive-course  American bond and p r o j e c t s  o f f - cen te r  from t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  main house. 

I 
I The basement windows i n  t h e  main block have three-over- three sa sh ,  w i t h  nine-over-six 

sash  employed on t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  openings and s ix-over-s ix  sash  used on t h e  second 
f l o o r  and i n  t h e  e l l .  A l l  of t h e  openings have gauged b r i ck  jack a rches  and louvred 
b l inds .  A Fede ra l - s ty l e  f r o n t  porch wi th  an e l l i p t i c a l  arched s o f f i t  and suppcr ted  
on coupled columns was added i n  t h e  1940s t o  r ep lace  a  Vic to r i an  porch v i s i b l e  i n  
e a r l y  p h o t ~ g r a p h s  of t h e  house. A molded b r i ck  co rn ice  embell ishes t h e  eaves 6E t h e  

. bu i ld ing ,  and a  s l a t e  roof ( a t  l e a s t  t h e  t h i r d  roof ing  t h a t  t h e  house has had) covers  i 
. i t .  

i 
i 

The main house has a  modified double-p i le ,  cent ra l -passage  plan,  w i th  a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  
p a r l o r  t o  t h e  west of  the  passage, r a t h e r  than  two smal le r  rooms. An open-well s t a i r  
wi th  an open-s t r ing ,  paneled spandre l ,  Greek-fret  brackets  and a  round r a i l ,  h o r i z o n t a l l y  
s c r o l l e d  a t  t h e  newel, ascends i n  t h e  passage, and another  p l a i n e r  s t a i r  i s  l oca ted  i n  
t h e  southern  of t h e  t h r e e  consecut ive  rooms i n  t h e  e l l .  

The "big par lor"  i s  embell ished wi th  a  molded p l a s t e r  co rn ice  and a pedes ta l - type  c h a i r  
r a i l .  The p resen t  mantel ,  an e l a b o r a t e  pol ished black-marble p i ece  wi th  a  b o l e c t i o n  
molded surround and a molded s h e l f ,  da t e s  from the  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  but i s  n o t  
d r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house. It was i n s t a l l e d  a t  Woodburn i n  t h e  p resen t  cen tu ry .  

The sou theas t  room, o r  " l i t t l e  p a r l o r , "  has a  wooden chimney p iece  wi th  an a r c h i t r a v e  
surround and a paneled f r i e z e ,  and e n t a b l a t u r e  b locks ,  i n s e t  from the  o u t s i d e  edges of  
t h e  a r c h i t r a v e ,  suppor t ing  a  molded s h e l f .  A cupboard wi th  double three-panel  r a i s e d -  
panel doors i s  s e t  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  A l l  of t h i s  work may be of twent ie th-  

I 
c en tu ry  o r i g i n  a s  wel l .  An arched opening leading  t o  t h e  room behind has been c losed .  
The remainder of t h e  house is  decorated ve ry  p l a i n l y  wi th  some a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  and 
some symmetrical ly molded t t i m  wi th  b u l l s e y e  blocks. I 

i 
Near t h e  house i s  one o r i g i n a l  domestic outbui lding--a smokehouse b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  
i n  f ive-course  American bond and s e t  on a  s tone  underpinning. The r e c t a n g u l a r ,  gable-  
roofed s t r u c t u r e  is  embell ished wi th  a molded b r i ck  co rn ice  and wi th  lozenge-shaped i 

ven t s  c rea t ed  by t h e  omiss iomof  a l t e r n a t e  b r i cks .  ( see  c o n t i n u a t i o n  shee t  !,L 2) 
k 
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DESCRIPTION 

Southwest of t h e  house and roughly contemporary with i t  i s  t h e  l a r g e  forebay 
bank barn. This handsome bui ld ing  is a l so  b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  
American bond. I ts  openings a r e  bridged by jack a r c h e  of t h e  same q u a l i t y  a s  
those  of  t h e  house and i t s  su r face  i s  embellished by S-shaped anchor i r o n s ,  
lozenge-shaped v e n t i l a t o r s ,  and a  molded b r i ck  corn ice .  Perhaps t h e  most 
unusual f e a t u r e  i s  the s e r i e s  of  s i x  round-headed b r i ck  arches which suppor t  
the  forebay.  L a t e r  frame wings and a s i l o  have been added. Typifying t h e  
a rea  s e t t l e d  from t h e  southern  p a r t  of Pennsylvania i s  t h e  use  of the  barn 
as one s i d e  of a n  enclosed barnyard walled i n  on the  o t h e r  t h r e e  s i d e s .  

Between the house and t h e  barnyard is  t h e  s t a b l e ,  a  much sma l l e r  bu i ld ing  than  
the  barn  hut  of t h e  same bui ld ing  type. It i s  s e t  on a  s tone  c e l l a r  w i th  a  
s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  forebay supported a t  the  gable  ends by an ex tens ion  of  the  
end w a l l s .  The upper s t o r y  is  framed and covered wi th  v e r t i c a l  s i d i n g ,  w i t h  
weatherboarded gables .  

Southeast  of t h e  house, f a r t h e r  down t h e  h i l l ,  i s  the  bu i ld ing  known a s  t h e  
"pa tent  house!' It c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  s e c t i o n s .  Probably t h e  e a r l i e s t  i s  t h e  
western end, a  s ingle-pen log s t r u c t u r e ,  a  s t o r y  and a ha l f  high,  w i t h  a  b r i ck -  
s tacked s t o n e  end chimney. Old photos r e v e a l  t h a t  a t  one time t h e  logs  were 
exposed, a l though it is n o t  c e r t a i n  whether they  were o r i g i n a l l y  uncovered. 
They a r e  now c l a d  wi th  weatherboards. Adjoining t h i s  s e c t i o n  is a story-and- 
a -ha l f ,  s i n g l e - c e l l  s tone  wing with an i n t e r i o r  end chimney and, a t  t h e  e a s t  
end, a  smal l  one-story s tone  a d d i t i o n  o f  r ecen t  cons t ruc t ion .  

Near t h e  pa ten t  house a r e  t h e  e a r l y  m i l l  and m i l l e r ' s  house. The former has a  s tone  
ground s t o r y  and a framed upper s t o r y  covered wi th  beaded weatherboards,  and has two 
d a t e  s tones .  One reads  I.H.M.H./1777 and t h e  o t h e r  G:n'.X.N. L ~ e o r g e  Nixso$/1777, 
A smal l  add i t ion ,  a l s o  b u i l t  of s tone  and frame, was added e a r l y  i n  t h i s  cen tu ry ,  
and was fu rn i shed  wi th  a  d a t e  s t o n e  reading  S.T.A. & SONSISLTNE 1902. The 
s tone  m i l l e r ' s  house i s  t h r e e  bays long and a s t o r y  and a ha l f  h igh ,  and has an 
i n t e r i o r  end chimney. There i s  a  f u l l - l e n g t h  f r o n t  porch with t h e  facade  white-  
washed beneath i t  i n  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  fashion.  A s tone  lean- to  has been added 
i n  r e c e n t  yea r s .  The o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of t h e  house i s  dated on t h e  gable  G.N.11787. I 

Woodburn's 240 acres  o f  r o l l i n g  count rys ide  provide a  j u s t  and p leasan t  
s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  b r i ck  manor house and i ts  impressive c o l l e c t i o n  of  e a r l y  
farm bu i ld ings .  
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STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

IToodburn, i n  r u r a l  Loudoun County, possesses a  s t r i k i n g l y  handsome and well-preserved 
c o l l e c t i o n  of s t o n e  and b r i c k  bu i ld ings  da t ing  from the  l a t e  e igh teen th  t o  t h e  mid- 
n ine teenth  c e n t u r i e s .  I t s  br ick  barn i s  the  l a r g e s t  and f i n e s t  known bui ld ing  o f  i t s  
type i n  the  area .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  proper ty  of the  Nixromfamily, t h i s  remarkably v a r i e d  
group of houses and farm bui ld ings  s tands  as a  graphic  r m i n d e r  of t h e  se t t l emen t  of 
the  ~ l o r t h e r n  Vi rg in ia  a rea  i n  t h e  e ighteenth  century  and of i t s  subsequent f l o u r i s h i n g  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century. 

! 
George %%son f i r s t  pa tented  the  land which comprises Woodburn i n  the  mid-eighteenth 
century.  It i s  thought t h a t  the  log  p o r t i o n  of t h e  so-ca l led  "patent  house" was b u i l t  

. by him .-~. -. s o o n a f t e r w a r d  ,.... i n  f u l f i l l m e n t  of the  customary requirement of bui ld ing  wi th in  
a given i n t e r v a l  a f t e r  t h e  r e c e i p t  of a  land grant .  I n  1777, &son b u i l t  t h e  l a r g e r  
pormn of t h e  frame-and-stone g r i s t m i l l ,  a s  the  d a t e  s tone  bearing h i s  i n i t i a l s  a t t e s t s .  
Ten years  l a t e r ,  he e rec ted  t h e  s tone  m i l l e r ' s  house near  i t ,  again  p lac ing  an i n i t i a l e d  

: d a t e s t o n e  i n t o  t h e  wa l l .  The small  s t a b l e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of these  bu i ld ings  may a l s o  
d a t e  from h i s  tenure.  Woodburn, during thisNixson's l i f e  ivas apparent ly  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

: but unpre tent ious  working farm and a  c e n t e r  o f  r u r a l  indus t ry .  

Nixsods son o r  grandson George Ikison undertook major improvements t o  t h e  proper ty  i n  
; t h e  second q u a r t e r  o f  the  n ine teen th  century .  It was then t h a t  he b u i l t  t he  f i n e  b r i c k  

house ( i t s  l o c a l  nickname, " D r .  Nixsods Folly", a t t e s t i n g  t o  its r e l a t i v e  g rand ios i ty ) ,  
the  sp r ing  house, and t h e  l a rge , e l abora te  b r i c k  bank barn. Woodburn had become a  
p l a n t a t i o n .  

The property was subsequently owned f o r  many years  by D r .  Thomas H. C lage t t  and l a t e r  
by members of t h e  Rogers family. The present  owners, M r .  and Mrs. W. Hugh Peal ,  

. bouaht Noodburn i n  the  e a r l y  1 9 5 ~ .  

DTU 



temple ma^^, Eleanor Lee, and Nan Netherton. Northern Vi rg in i a  t i e r i t ane .  
P r iva te ly  published,  1966. 

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission archives .  
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P R O P E R ~ Y  240 ac res  ', 
UTM REFERENCES 

AW 121 31 91 l1 01 14# 31 3,Ol 1, 2! 01 BW 121 71 31818101 141 31 2% 4 0 0 4 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

CW 1 2 ~ 7 , 2 1 4 1 5 , ~ ~  \413 \2 ,910 ,3 ,01  DU 121 71 21 41 8, 01 141 31 31 d 11 71 
VERBALBOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The 240 acres  comprising t h e  Woodburn oroDertv a r e  bounded 

by a l i n e  beginning a t  a p o i n t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 769 . 2  r n i l e ' ~ ~ ~ - o f  t h e  
junct ion  of S t a t e  Routes 769 and 704; thence extending 1100 f e e t  SSE i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
along e a s t  s i d e  of  S t a t e  Route 769 t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  south  s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route 704 a t  the 
junc t ion  of s a i d  r o u t e s ;  thence extending approximately 2600 f e e t  northwest  i n  a s t r a i g h t  
l i n e ;  then  running 2300 f e e t  SSW in  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ;  thence extending approximately 4100 
f e e t  sou theas t  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e :  then  extending approximately 400 f e e t  ?NE i n  a s t r a i g h t  - - 
l i n e  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  west  s i d e  of S t a t e  ~ o u t e  j04: (See con t .  Sheet  1: 3)  

LIST ALL STATES A N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNPI BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

F ORM PREPARED BY 
NaVEr'TlTLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
O R G ~ N I Z A T I O N  DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission September 1976 
STREET 5 NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond, V i r v i n i a  

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
T H E  EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN T H E  STATE IS 

NATIONAL - STATEX LOCAL -- 
A s  the destgnated State Htstorlc Preservar~on Offlcer for the Natlonal Hlstorlc Presematton Act of 1966 IPubllc Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nornlnate this property ! he National Register and cert~fi, that it has been evaluated according lo the 

1 H E R E B Y  CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY IS lNCLUOED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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'JERBAI, BouNDAY DESCRIPTION: (cont .)  f 
i 

then extending 200 f e e t  west, c ross ing S t a t e  Route 704; thence extending 2100 f e e t  
XX? i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ;  then running 1600 f e e t  northwest i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ;  then 
100 f e e t  southwest, then 200 f e e t  northwest t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  with S t a t e  Route 769 and 
point  of o r i g i n .  1 






